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DETAILED ACTION 
Summary 

1 . This communication is in response to applicant's argument/amendment filed on 12-9- 
2008. Independent claims 36 and 37 have been newly added. Claims 18, 19, 33, and 34 have 
been cancelled. Claims 20-24, 27, 29-32, and 35 have been amended. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

It is unclear what is being claimed. Claim language appears to claim two symbols, one 
being some type of line, and the other being a barrier/wall. For prosecution purposes two 
separate symbols are interpreted as being claimed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 
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5. Claim 20, 21, 23-32, and 35-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Shimizu (U.S. Patent 7,366,595). 

Regarding claim 36, Shimizu discloses a method for graphically processing an image met 
by (Fig. 28; 120), camera device met by (Fig. 27; 1 10), in a direction of travel of the vehicle met 
by (Fig. 27), presentation to a driver met by (Fig. 27; 104); comprising steps a) detecting an 
obstacle met by (Fig. 29, 150); b) determining position of obstacle relative to vehicle met by 
(Fig. 27; 1 1 1); c) determining position of obstacle relative to surroundings met by (Col. 37, lines 
48-53; note, recognizes difference between two lines; Fig. 27; 103); d) determining position of 
obstacle in image provided by camera device met by (Col. 37, lines 48-53); e) processing the 
image met by (Col. 37, lines 48-53); f) displaying the processed image met by (Fig. 27; 104, 105, 
111, 1 10); g) fading a first graphical object into displayed image illustrating an expected future 
course of travel met by (Fig. 29; 105; note, Applicants specification [0028] defines fading as 
solid or dashed lines); h) fading a second graphical object into the displayed image met by (Fig; 
29, 141; note, this plane/symbol indicates the vehicle position just before contact with an 
obstacle, the plane/symbol also indicates to the driver that this would be final position of the 
vehicle if it proceeds on it current path, this being collision). 

Regarding claim 20, Shimizu further discloses steering angle met by (Fig. 27; 115), 
fictitious camera position met by (Fig. 27; 104; note, vehicle bumper in bottom of screen; Refer 
to Fig. 7; 1 for a better picture). 

Regarding claim 21, Shimizu further discloses symbol indicating an end of travel motion, 
is a limiting line met by (Fig. 29; 105; note, end of future travel line), limiting means 
symbolically presented on the course of travel, a barrier met by (Fig. 29; 115; note, plane is in 
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the shape of a barrier). 

Regarding claim 23, Shimizu further discloses the first graphical object is schematically 
indicated beyond the position of the obstacle met by (Fig. 29; 105). 

Regarding claim 24, the claim is interpreted and rejected as claim 36. 

Regarding claim 25, the claim is interpreted and rejected as claim 36. Note, the course of 
travel would be straight or bar-like if the vehicle was backing up in a straight line. 

Regarding claim 26, the claim is interpreted and rejected as claim 36. 

Regarding claim 27, the claim is interpreted and rejected as claim 36. 

Regarding claim 28, the claim is interpreted and rejected as claim 36. 

Regarding claim 29, the claim is interpreted and rejected as claim 36. 

Regarding claim 30, Shimizu further discloses colored surface met by (Col. 4, lines 29- 

32). 

Regarding claim 31, Shimizu further discloses the image of the camera device is colored 
in a region of the determined position of the obstacle met by (Col. 16, lines 4-11; note, color 
change of image is in the region of the obstacle) 

Regarding claim 32, Shimizu further discloses a computer readable medium storing a 
program code met by (Fig. 28; 127, 128) 

Regarding claim 35, the claim is interpreted and rejected as claim 20. 

Regarding claim 37, the claim is interpreted and rejected as claim 36. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
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obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claim 22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shimizu (U.S. 
Patent 7,366,595/ 8 th Emb) in view of Shimizu (U.S. Patent 7,366,595/ 2 nd Emb). 

Regarding claim 22, Shimizu's 8 th Emb discloses first graphical object met by (Fig. 29; 
105). However, Shimizu's 8 th Emb does not disclose the first graphical object is imaged 
approximately at a level of the determined position of the obstacle in the image, but not for 
larger distances from the vehicle or the camera device. 

Shimizu's 2 nd Emb teaches is imaged approximately at a level of the determined position 
of the obstacle in the image met by (Fig. 45; 305, 303, 340), but not for larger distances from the 
vehicle or the camera device met by (Fig. 45; 305; note, future course of travel does not proceed 
past obstacles). It is obvious to not show the future course of travel for large distances from the 
vehicle to prevent confusion. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate Shimizu's 2 nd Emb into Shimizu's 8 th Emb because this provides an 
easy-to-understand display for the driver. 

Conclusion 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian Wilson whose telephone number is (571)270-5884. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 8-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel Wu can be reached on (571)272-2964. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/BPW/ 
/Daniel Wu/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2612 



